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      Onam Vocabulary for Kids 

1. Onam – A famous festival celebrated in Kerala.  

2. Mahabali – The kind and generous king connected with the 
Onam story.  

3. Pookalam – A beautiful flower arrangement made for Onam.  

4. Sadhya – A traditional vegetarian feast served during Onam.  

5. Banana Leaf – The traditional leaf used to serve Sadhya.  

6. Vallam Kali – A traditional snake boat race in Kerala.  

7. Kathakali – A colorful traditional dance-drama from Kerala.  

8. Kasavu – Traditional Kerala clothing, often worn during Onam.  

9. Vamana – The form of Lord Vishnu in the story of Mahabali.  

10. Thiruvonam – The most important day of the Onam 
celebrations.  

11. Festival – A special time of celebration.  

12. Tradition – A custom passed from one generation to 
another.  

13. Celebrate – To enjoy and observe a special occasion.  

14. Generosity – The quality of giving and helping others.  

15. Togetherness – Being happy and united with family and 
friends. 
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      Onam Fun Facts 

1.        Onam is a famous festival of Kerala and is celebrated 
with great joy by people around the world.  

2.            King Mahabali is the central character of the 
traditional Onam story. People believe he visits his kingdom 
during Onam.  

3.          Pookalam is a beautiful flower arrangement made on 
the floor to welcome King Mahabali.  

4.          Onam Sadhya is a grand vegetarian feast traditionally 
served on a banana leaf.  

5.            Vallam Kali, or the traditional snake boat race, is one 
of Kerala's exciting Onam celebrations.  

6.        Kathakali and other traditional performances add 
colour and excitement to the festivities.  

7.       People often wear traditional Kerala clothes, such as 
the kasavu saree and mundu, during Onam.  

8.             Nilavilakku, the traditional brass lamp, is often used to 
add a festive touch to celebrations.  

9.         Onam is celebrated over several days, with Thiruvonam 
being the most important day.  

10.      At its heart, Onam celebrates togetherness, happiness, 
generosity, and the spirit of sharing. 
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      The Story of Onam 
Long ago, there lived a kind and generous king named 
Mahabali. He ruled the beautiful land of Kerala. His people 
loved him because he was caring and treated everyone 
equally. 
King Mahabali was very generous. He always helped people 
and never turned anyone away. 
One day, Lord Vishnu came to King Mahabali in the form of 
a small boy named Vamana. Vamana asked the king for 
three steps of land. Mahabali happily agreed. 
With his first step, Vamana covered the earth. With his 
second step, he covered the sky. There was no place left 
for his third step. 
Mahabali kept his promise and offered his own head for the 
third step. Vamana was pleased by his honesty and 
devotion. 
Before leaving, Mahabali asked to visit his people once every 
year. His wish was granted. 

       Today, people celebrate Onam to welcome King 
Mahabali. Families make beautiful pookalams, enjoy a 
delicious Onam Sadhya, wear traditional clothes, sing, dance, 
and celebrate together. 

     Onam teaches us to be kind, generous, honest, and 
caring. 
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      Onam Quiz 

1. Onam is mainly celebrated in which Indian state?  

2. Who is the legendary king associated with Onam?  

3. What is the colorful flower arrangement made 
during Onam called?  

4. What is the traditional feast of Onam called?  

5. Onam Sadhya is traditionally served on what?  

6. What is the famous Kerala snake boat race 
associated with Onam called?  

7. Which form did Lord Vishnu take in the story of 
King Mahabali?  

8. What do people commonly do to their homes before 
Onam?  

9. Which traditional Kerala art form is known for 
colorful costumes and face makeup?  

10. Which values are commonly associated with the 
spirit of Onam? 
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      Meet King Mahabali 

Long ago, there lived a kind and generous king named 
Mahabali. He ruled the land of Kerala and loved his 
people very much. His kingdom was peaceful and 
happy. 

King Mahabali was known for his kindness. He helped 
people in need and treated everyone equally. The 
people loved and respected him. 

According to the Onam story, Lord Vishnu came to 
Mahabali in the form of a small boy called Vamana. 
Mahabali kept his promise to Vamana and gave him 
what he asked for. 

People believe that King Mahabali visits Kerala every 
year during Onam. Families celebrate his visit with 
beautiful pookalams, Onam Sadhya, songs, dances, 
and games. 

Onam reminds us to be kind, generous, and caring 

towards others.        
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      Meet King Mahabali – Questions 

1. What was the name of the king in the passage? 

------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------ 

2. Where did King Mahabali rule?  

------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------ 

3. How did Mahabali treat his people?  

------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------ 

4. What was King Mahabali known for?  

------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------- 

5. Who came to visit Mahabali in the form of a small 

boy? 

 -----------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------ 
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6. What was the name of the small boy 

-------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------- 

7. What did Mahabali do when Vamana made a 

request?  

-------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------- 

8. When do people believe King Mahabali visits Kerala?  

-------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------- 

9. Name two things’ people do during Onam.  

-------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------- 

10. What does the story of King Mahabali teach us? 

-------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------- 

 



 

Learningprodigy.com 
24 

 



 

Learningprodigy.com 
25 

 



 

Learningprodigy.com 
26 

 



 

Learningprodigy.com 
27 

 



 

Learningprodigy.com 
28 

 



 

Learningprodigy.com 
29 

 



 

Learningprodigy.com 
30 

 

 


